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the Hindu houses in this part of the country,
not much attention is paid to ventilation, the
rooms being generally small and ill lighted.
Bedsteads, copper and brass utensils, bundles of
clothing, bedding, wattle bins filled with grain,
stacks of fuel, dried vegetables, handmills for
grinding corn, and all the various household goods
are scattered about promiscuously over the place,
without manner or method. When the fires are
lighted, the smoke, which has little or no vent for
escape, fills all the rooms almost to suffocation ;
and, what with, the darkness, the smoke, the odour
from the cattle-stalls, the chattering women, and
the crying children, a stranger is very glad to
escape as soon as he can, after entering.
Many of the cultivators of the second class live
in tolerably comfortable houses. Outside, facing
the street, a front wall shuts in an open court
where the washing is done and the cooking
utensils are cleaned. Crossing the court, the
principal room is reached through a low
door. Most of these houses are built in
skeleton form, the roofs being supported on